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Everyone is a prisoner of his own experiences.  No one can eliminate prejudices – just recognize them.  – Edward R. Murrow

"Nobody outside of a baby carriage or a judge's chamber believes in an unprejudiced point of view." -- Lillian Hellman (1905-84), American playwright, "The Children's Hour," "Toys in the Attic"

A great many people think they are thinking when they are merely rearranging their prejudices. – William James, author of The Varieties of Religious Experience (1902), and Pragmatism (1907)

It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data. Insensibly one begins to twist facts to suit theories, instead of theories to suit facts.  -Arthur Conan Doyle, physician and writer (1859-1930)
You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view. -Harper Lee, writer (1926- )



	Preliminaries

Opening/ Chalice Lighting

- Lao Tsu
Check-in

Reading

- Toni Morrison
Sitting in Silence

Sharing/ Deep Listening

Discussion
	Announcements, chalice lighter, reader.

See the world as yourself.
Have faith in the way things are.
Love the world as yourself;
then you can care for all things 

Take a minute or two to share the high or low point of your life since we last met.

Who can be certain where the self stops and the universe begins? 

The conventional wisdom of the Tower of Babel story is that the collapse was a misfortune. That it was the distraction or weight of many languages that precipitated the tower’s failed architecture. That one monolithic language would have expedited the building and heaven would have been reached. Whose heaven? And what kind? Perhaps the achievement of Paradise was premature, a little hasty if no one could take the time to understand other languages, other views, other narratives. Had they, the heaven they imagined might have been found at their feet. Complicated, demanding, yes, but a view of heaven as life, not heaven as post-life.
Please share your thoughts on the preparation for this session.

This is the time to supportively respond to what others have shared. 
	
	Singing 

#407, Singing the Living Tradition

Closing/ Extinguishing the Chalice

-- Jonalu Johnstone 
	We’re gonna sit at the welcome table.

We’re gonna sit at the welcome table one of these days, hallelujah!

We’re gonna sit at the welcome table, gonna sit at the welcome table one of these days.

All kinds of people around that table.

All kinds of people around that table one of these days, hallelujah!

All kinds of people around that table, gonna sit at the welcome table one of these days.

No fancy style at the welcome table.

No fancy style at the welcome table one of these days, hallelujah!

No fancy style at the welcome table, gonna sit at the welcome table one of these days.

We shall overcome. 

When we can truly celebrate the diversity of contributions and talents offered by all people, we shall overcome hatred and prejudice and oppression. 

When we can truly extend our hands to one another in loving acceptance, we shall overcome the past that haunts us now. 

Living in peace and freedom, we shall overcome the wrongs that have happened and the debts left unpaid. 

Let us join together in that commitment to overcome. 

Let us say together, "Amen." 
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