Readings for Small Group Leader Training

Each of us brings a separate truth here,

We bring the truth of our own life, our own story.

We don’t come as empty vessels...

But rather we come as full people -- people who have our own story and our own truth.

We seek to add to our truths and add to our stories.

This room is rich with truth, rich with experience.

All manner of people are here: needy...joyful...frightened...anxious...bored...

We all bring our truth with us.

May we all recognize the truth and the story in everyone’s life.

And may we hear and honor the truths that we all bring as we gather together..

Together we have truths.

Together we have a story.

Together we are a community.


Penny Hackett-Evans

We receive fragments of holiness, glimpses of eternity, brief moments of insight.  Let us gather them up for the precious gifts that they are, and, renewed by their grace, move boldly into the unknown.


Sara Campbell

…ask why you or anyone joins a Unitarian Universalist society.  It’s not because you want to be on the Building and Grounds Committee, keep the books, canvass, or teach a church school class.    It’s not because you wanted a place to usher or teach church school.  What you’re initially looking for is a spiritual community which shares your values in a common search for truth, love, and justice.   When people are asked what they seek in a church, these reasons are the most common:  religious community, inspiration, intellectual stimulation, friends, shared values, support for their spiritual journey.   They don’t expect conformity, in fact, they often welcome and expect diversity.  But they do expect respect for their integrity, and are willing to grant it to others.  

This Clay Jug
Inside this clay jug there are canyons and pine mountains, and the maker of canyons and pine mountains!

All seven oceans are inside, and hundreds of millions of stars.

The acid test that tests gold is there, and the one who judges jewels.

And the music from the strings no one touches, and the source of all water.

If you want the truth, I will tell you the truth:

Friend, listen: the God whom I love is inside.

