M11 -- The Circle as Container

Opening Reading and Song

Opening Reading (around the circle): The goals that were set forth for the small groups as they were being established were to

· Draw us into mutual ministry

· Strengthen our congregation

· Deepen our understanding of UU principles and values

· Continuously develop lay leadership

· Challenge us to action and spiritual growth

· Express our principles and values in the community

· Help members identify their own calling and expression of lay ministry

Opening Song:   Gathered Here

Gathered here in the mystery of the hour,

Gathered here in one strong body,

Gathered here in the struggle and the power,

Spirit draw near.
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