	From the Rev. William Sinkford, president of the UUA:

(November 3, 2004 - Boston, MA ) The democratic process is an act of faith: not faith that any one point of view will prevail, but faith that the will of the people will point us toward the Beloved Community. And in this national election, "we the people" have spoken, millions more of us than ever before. 

Unitarian Universalists lived out our faith by registering tens of thousands of new voters. We can rightly be proud of our commitment to this democracy. We stood clearly and proudly on the side of love.  

Not only is democracy an act of faith, it is an imperfect process. This national election, like the last, showed us how far we have to go to enfranchise all of our people. But I take great hope from the relationships our congregations developed in this work.  

But Unitarian Universalism is liberal religion, not liberal politics.  

Today, while so many celebrate and so many grieve, I hope that Unitarian Universalists will hold fast to our calling. Political sound bites cannot contain it. Party designations do not describe it. Few votes were cast yesterday without reservations in the heart. Our congregations need to be religious homes where the reality of both joy and grief, certainty and uncertainty, can be present.  

In 1964, Rev. Jack Mendelsohn wrote a book titled Being Liberal in an Illiberal Age. Today, Jack reminded me that all ages are illiberal. And, thus, in every age, it is the role of liberal religion to offer a Gospel of openness, of healing and of hope. Our profession of faith is that the arc of the universe is long, but, with our commitment, it bends toward justice.  

I extend my personal best wishes to President Bush and pray that his leadership will move this nation toward healing. Unitarian Universalists will do our part. We cannot afford to fuel the stridency and divisiveness of this political campaign. Nor can we afford to withdraw. We are an essential part of this body politic. And we will continue our vigilance and our advocacy for the values we hold dear.  

There is only one destiny for this nation and its people. May that destiny be one of growing justice and equity in our policies and growing compassion in our hearts. 

	
	
	After the Election

The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so certain of themselves, and wiser people so full of doubts. 

- Bertrand Russell, philosopher, mathematician, author, Nobel laureate 

No matter how far you have gone on the wrong road, turn back. 

- Turkish proverb

What you do is of little significance; but it is very important that you do it. 

- Mohandas K. Gandhi 

I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love  will have the final word in reality. That is why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil triumphant.

- Martin Luther King Jr., as he accepted the Nobel Peace Prize


	Preliminaries

Chalice Lighting

- Therese Baumberger

Check-in

Readings 
Sitting in Silence

Sharing/ Deep Listening
	Remind members that being Unitarian and being a Democrat are not synonymous. We must have room in this faith for all. 

Spirit of Life, Goodness and Peace:
May we find peace.
When our world is worn with war:
May we find peace.
When our lives are ruled by fear:
May we find peace.
When loss ladens our days:
May we find peace.
When loneliness weighs heavy in our hearts:
May we find peace.
When despair takes hold of our souls:
May we find peace.
As we give help to those in need:
May we find peace.
As we go about our daily duties:
May we find peace.
As we make holiday preparations:
May we find peace.
As we gather in this place of grace:
May we find peace.
Spirit of Life, Goodness and Peace:
May we find peace.

Please take minute or two to share briefly what’s been on your mind lately.

Ask someone to read President Sinkford’s words, which are on the back cover.

Please keep your sharing to your personal feelings and experiences.  This is not a time for recriminations.


	
	Reading

 -- Rumi 

Discussion
Singing

Hymnal #155

Closing / Extinguishing the Chalice

- Jonalu Johnstone

	Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing
there is a field. 
I will meet you there.
When the soul lies down in that grass 
the world is too full to talk about. 

This is a time to respond briefly to something another person said or to relate additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared

Repeat as desired:

Circle ‘round for freedom,

Circle ‘round for peace

For all of us in prison,

Circle for release.

Circle for the planet,

Circle for each soul,

For the children of our children, 

Keep the circle whole. 

Join hands or link arms as you read the closing words together:

We shall overcome. 

When we can truly celebrate the diversity of contributions and talents offered by all people, we shall overcome hatred and prejudice and oppression. 

When we can truly extend our hands to one another in loving acceptance, we shall overcome the past that haunts us now. 

Living in peace and freedom, we shall overcome the wrongs that have happened and the debts left unpaid. 

Let us join together in that commitment to overcome. 

Let us say together, "Amen." 




SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
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