	
	Prayer

by Charles Grady

(1997 UUMA Worship Materials Collection)

Holy and Creative Light, teach us to love this earth, our home. Together we live in one small house, even though to us it seems so large, with so many rooms. This quiet star, marbled blue and white, was hanging here and spinning in black space long before we came. Whole families, kingdoms, empires of teeming life arose and passed away before us. Now we are here, not knowing how or why. Slowly we have begun to learn about our house: how delicate, how self-contained, how easily torn apart! Holy it is, this bubble of rock, water, air—not to be consumed, nor smashed like the careless child's toy, but to be cared for and cherished, to be kept clean and livable for all the later tenants in their generations. Teach us to be servants of life, and not prideful masters. For we are caretakers and stewards here, with a great responsibility: to watch over the house, to savor its beauty, to breathe its air.


	
	
	
	"Hotel Earth"

We travel together, passengers in a little spaceship, preserved from annihilation only by the care, the work, and, I will say, the love we give our fragile craft. 

- Adlai Stevenson

Any damage to the building or its contents caused by the customer or its guests is the responsibility of the customer. The customer agrees to pay the company the full cost of any company property which is stolen or damaged beyond repair. Where property is damaged yet repairable the customer will pay all costs incurred to rectify the damage.
- Statham Lodge Country Hotel booking conditions


	Preliminaries

Opening / Chalice Lighting

-U.S. Environ-

mental Sabbath Program

Check-in

Reading

- from the UUA Study/Action Issue Summary

Sitting in Silence

Sharing/Deep Listening


	Get a volunteer to light the chalice and two readers, one for the opening words and one to begin the silence. Pass bowl of quotations. Announce upcoming church events.

Great Spirit, give us hearts to understand;

never to take from creation's beauty more than we give;

never to destroy wantonly for the furtherance of greed; 

never to deny to give our hands for the building of earth's beauty;

never to take from her what we cannot use.

Take a minute or two to share one high point or one low point of the time since we last met

Transcendentalism awakened 19th century Unitarians to the experience of the sacred through the unfolding of the natural world. Our seventh Principle challenges contemporary Unitarian Universalists to remember that we are part of the interdependent web of all existence. The choices we make, coupled with the choices made by government and the private sector, profoundly affect our environment. We have a moral responsibility to future generations to mitigate global warming while there is still time.

Sit with eyes closed as a volunteer reads the prayer on the back of this order of worship and then rings the bell (or whatever is the group's custom) to start the silence. 


	
	Discussion
Singing

"Wake Now My Senses"

- Hymn #298

Closing/

Extinguishing Chalice
- M.J. Slim Hooey 
	This is a time to supportively respond to something another person said or to relate additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared.

Wake now, my senses, and hear the earth call; 

feel the deep power of being in all;

keep with the web of creation your vow,

giving, receiving as love shows us how.

Wake now, my vision, of ministry clear;

brighten my pathway with radiance here;

mingle my calling with all who will share;

work toward a planet transformed by our care.

.

Join hands or link arms as you read the closing words together.

I have come to terms with the future. 
From this day onward I will walk easy on the earth. 
Plant trees. Kill no living things. 
Live in harmony with all creatures. 
I will restore the earth where I am. 
Use no more of its resources than I need. 
And listen, listen to what it is telling me. 

Amen. Shalom. Blessed be. 
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